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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

2. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Matsuura et al. f (US 2001/0047896.) In view of Putnam (US 5,288,094) or Belinky et al. 
(US 6,076,691) or Davis (US 6,447,302 B1.) Matsuura et al. teaches an all-terrain 
vehicle including an accessory socket (92) with a protective cover (112) and means 

(1 14) for supporting the accessory socket from the vehicle. Matsuura et al. further 
teaches a rear cowl (44) that has a recess (see Figure 2, indented portions of 44) and a 
rear carrier (46.) Matsuura et al. further teaches an embodiment in which the accessory 
socket is mounted in a recess formed in the rear cowl (see paragraph [00043], line 7.) 
While Matsuura et al. does not shown the specific location of the rear mounting of the 
socket, Matsuura et al. still inherently discloses that the accessory socket is provided 
forwardly of the rear end of the rear carrier and downwardly of the rear carrier, because 
as seen in Figures 1 and 2, because of the location of the rear cowl (44) of Matsuura et 
al. in relation to the rear carrier (46), anywhere on the rear fender is forward of the 
rearward end of the rear carrier, and downward of the rear carrier. Matsuura et al. does 
not specifically disclose the location of the proposed recess in the rear cowl, and as 
such does not teach that the socket is located to the rear of the driver's seat. Each of 
Putnam, Belinky et al., and Davis teach that it is known to provide the electrical socket 
to the rear of the vehicle, in order to facilitate the connection to the accessory, in this 
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instance a trailer. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention, in view of the teachings of Putnam, Belinky et al., and Davis, 
to provide the electrical socket of Matsuura et al. to the rear of the vehicle, and hence 
behind the seat, in order to facilitate the connection to a trailer. It is also noted that it has 
been held that rearranging parts of an invention involves only routine skill in the art. In 
re Japikse, 86 USPQ 70. Matsuura does not specifically show left and right rear 
combination lamps, with the socket provided between them. The Examiner takes Official 
Notice that it is known to provide left and right rear combination lamps on a vehicle. 
These lamps are useful for indicating braking and turning, and are a well known safety 
feature in the vehicle art. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to include left and right rear combination lamps on the 
vehicle of Matsuura et al. in order to provide indication of braking and turning. 
Regarding the limitation of the accessory socket located between the lamps, the view 
shown in Figure 2 shows the recessed portion of the rear cowl in the middle of the cowl, 
and as such, the accessory socket, mounted in the recessed portion of the rear, as 
taught by Matsuura et al., would be between the lamps. It is further noted that any 
portion of the rear cowl is "near" to the lamps, as broadly claimed. It is noted that the 
Applicant has requested a reference showing the claimed features in the traversal of the 
Official Notice in the reply filed 6/15/06. The examiner respectfully provides Williams 
(US 5,718,301) which shows combination taillights (26,28.) Regarding the limitation to 
claim 1, that as amended requires that the socket is positioned between the lamps, and 
closer to one than the other, each of the teaching references shows an offset location. 
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Davis shows the light between the location of lamps, and offset. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include the 
location as closer to one lamp than the other, because otherwise the socket would get - 
in the way of the traditional license plate opening, as suggested, for instance by Davis. 
Regarding claim 4, the combination of Matsuura et al. and the other applied references 
would inherently so perform. Regarding claim 5, Matsuura et al. fails to teach a stay 
suspended from the rear carrier that holds the socket. Putnam teaches a stay for 
mounting a vehicle accessory socket that provides a method of mounting an accessory 
socket that is cheap, easy to manufacture, and durable (see col. 2, lines 1-10.) It would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
mount the rear socket of Matsuura et al, by a suspended stay from the rear carrier, in 
view of the teaching of Putnam, in order to provide a cheap and easy and durable 
means for mounting the socket. 

Response to Arguments 
3. Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/30/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. The Applicant asserts that Matsuura does not specifically identify where in 
the rear assembly the recess would be located, and further identifies, via a marked up 
version of Figure 2, two "possible" locations for the socket, and indicates advantages to 
each, the Applicant further asserts that "Since a number of locations on the rear fender 
assembly 44 for the socket are possible, the assertion that it would be obvious to 
position the socket to meet the claim limitations is arrived at only after reading 
Applicant's disclosure and is not based on teachings in the prior art". This argument is 



Application/Control Number: 10/776,786 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3616 

not well founded; just because many locations would be obvious, it doesn't mean that 
certain ones aren't obvious. Additionally, the location at the very rear of the fender is 
based on the teaching from Davis, Belinky et al., and Putnam that suggests advantages 
to putting it at the rearward facing surface of the vehicle, ostensibly to facilitate trailer 
applications. Matsuura teaches that the socket can go on the rear fender assembly. 

Regarding the argument with respect to forwardly of the rear carrier and beneath 
it, since all of the fender is located such, any deviation from such mounting would 
require a substantial mounting assembly* and this is not reasonable, considering the 
protective nature of the mounting and relative size of the socket taught by Matsuura. 

Regarding the argument on page 8/9 that Putnam, Belinky and Davis teach 
electric sockets at the rear of the vehicle, and as such would not be forward of the rear 
carrier, the Examiner respectfully disagrees. Matsuura teaches the importance of 
protecting the socket, and one having ordinary skill in the art would understand that any 
protected location on the rear fender would be beneath and in front of the carrier, 
because of the shape and relative location of the carrier. Matsuura teaches that the 
socket is to be mounted on the fender, in a protected manner, see for instance Figure 3 
and paragraph [0043]. One would not be led to sticking it out from the rear. 

Although the Applicant argues that there are a number of advantages achieved 
by the instant invention, these advantages would flow naturally from the combination of 
the references applied by the Examiner in the above rejection, and said rejection was 
founded not on hindsight, but rather from the teachings in the prior art as discussed 
above. For instance, if the ATV of Matsuura were stood upright, every component in the 
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rear of the vehicle would be protected, including a socket located anywhere on the rear 
fender. As such, the Examiner maintains the rearranging of parts only involves only 
routine skill, and the application of Japiske is well founded. 

Conclusion 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ruth Man whose telephone number is 571-272-6673. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Dickson can be reached on 571-272-6669. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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